
ECONOMY OF ELECTRICITY.
WILL IT PAT TO CHANGE THE MOTIVE

POWER ON EXISTING STEAM ROADS?

CONDITIONS THAT HAVE TO RE CONSIDERED.

SUBURBAN TRAFFie- ALONE TAKEN

INTO AOOODMT. !

If you talk confidentially with the» chief en-

glneer of almost any big steam railroad com¬

pany nowadays you aro apt to find him won- j
derfully well Informed and rather enthusiastic
about electric traction: but when he Is qucs- j
tloned as to the chance of the new method of
handling- suburban trafile being adopted by his
own road, he hesitates a little and replies: -'Well.
I can't say. It Is for the present and directors
to decide that point " Then when you ko to see

the executive officers they answer with reserve,

evidently being in an uncertain, though anxious,
state of mind on the subject. The demonstra¬
tion by the New-York, New-Haven ar.d Hart¬
ford Railroad Company of the entire feasibility
of the substitution leaves little to be desired on

that score. Hence, as The Tribune has already
pointed out, the only question for the old com-

panics to consider nr,w is the economic one! WIM
it pay to make the change?

AM EXPERT'S IUSCt'SSlON.

This matter Is discussed intelligently and at

considerable length in 'The Engineering .Maca-

sine" for May by Charle s Henry Davis. Follow- I
lng the example of either experts, he frankly says
that for heavy and Infrequent trains, making
long runs, like passenger expresses nnd freights.
electricity Is out of the question as a motive

power, at least at present. He confines bis at¬
tention, therefore, only to that particular branch

of the railroad business where ruin«ius competi¬
tion has already been instituted by trolley reiads.
In this connection he observes: "Suburban traffic
can be considered to lie within tweaty miles of

the centre of population; more often ten miles,
and never exceeding thirty.''
The first important principle enunciated by Mr.

Davis Is this: "It must be remembered that the

gross receipts are often enormously increased
by extraordinary expenditures, in which case

large investments may be warranted. ... If by
Using electric traction we can sufficiently increase
the gross receipts per car or train mile and per
mile of road, WS can nff«»rd to pay for the addl-"
tlonal first cost and greater total expenses. This
Is the vital question and the real one at Issue,
although usually not so considered."
The point is forcibly illustrated in this para¬

graph: "The Pennsylvania Railroad originally
spent about five million dollars for its Rroad-st.
terminal: the great Pt. Lnuls bridge and Union
station cost many more millions, while the Mar-
ket-st. terminal of the Philadelphia and Read¬
ing Railroad, the Union station of the Boston

and Maine Railroad systems, the southern Un¬
ion rtatlon of the New-York, New-Haven and
lT,-"-tfnrd Railroad :n Boston, and the Orand Cen¬
tra! station in New-York are proofs of the mill-
l'-r.s of dollar«: spent by railway companies to

locate their terminals at or near the centres of
population. These expenditures were Incurred
almost entirely for the sake of increasing the
suburban trafile, although giving a decided stim¬
ulus to through and competitive business. In

my opinion, our steam railway companies can

afford to double (to use a broad end Inaccurate

expression) thefe investments to q«»complish
what has been suggested above, reaping a hand¬
some return from the increased gross receipts
from the passenger traffic now handled by elec¬
tric atreet railways."

CONDITIONS THAT BRING TRAFFIC.
The writer goes more into detail, to emphasize

his Idea, as follows: "By examining statistics of
6team railways we find that the volum» of
travel is ir.flueneed by such features as the
following: Convenient location of stations with

respect to centres of population, length of line,
proximity of terminals to the cer.tres of popula¬
tion, number of trains 'the» four points Just
mentioned have an overwhelming effect on short- I
haul traffic); good roadbed and track neatly
kept, handsome, commodious stations, with first-
class appointments and service; comfortable and
luxurious cars. bl«>ck signals, cleanliness, and so

on. Profit is proportional to success in obtain¬
ing that travel which enables each train to run

full, for the cost of a train-mil«? Is not affected
by the number Of seats taken, and It is this
travel which Is obtained by a lin« giving weight
to its 'Irication' and 'appointments.' In freight
con petition »between railways the rates are ulti¬

mately dependent upon th«- cost from 'consignor
to consignee," ne»t from station to station, an 1

the railroad eventually pays the additional cost

Of light-rage, switching and cartage, and the
profit thereon. Whether by actual dlffe-rence In
rates or loss of business. The same is true in

passenger traffic, as will be seen by free omni¬
buses and réduction in rate-s.

"If you take the passenger up at his own door

and tsct him down at his pines of destination
you have not only suited his convenience (and

thus, as we shall sec. induced him to trawl
oftener), but have secured those receipts which
otherwise would have gone to omnibuses, hack-
men and streetcar lines. This the Bteam rail¬
ways have failed to do, and it Is clear that they
cannot altogether do sway with th«-se feeders
natural to their peculiar modes and conditions
Cf traffic; but there is little room to doubt that
In many «ases steam railways can modify their

frresent meihods for suburban traffic out of
arge centres of population and for interurban
?a.<senger traffic on branch lines between centres

?f population, by the use of electricity, paying
;he additional first cost and greater total ex¬

penses out of the probable (ws might say cer¬

tain) enormous increase In their gross receipts.
This. I believe, can be accomplished only by a

radical change in the present methods of opera¬
tion, making them approach, on parts e,f the
system, the present 'leave-at-your-door' plan «,f
our street railways, while keeping on the rest
of the system the present methods of steam
railways, with possibly some ninor modifica¬
tions."

It Js gtanied, what the reader woujd Imply
from the general tenor of the foregoing argu¬
ment, that the first cost and total expense will
be greater with electricity than with steam; but
there are cases In which the difference would
probably be more than made up. Mr. Pavl«
here makes some comparisons between the traffic
of electric and steam roads In New-England.
His tables of figures may be omitted, as being*
somewhat defective and obscure, but his conclu¬
sions are not only interesting but seem to be
sound:

WHEN IT WILL PAT TO CHANGE

"The characteristics brought out by these fig.
ures are the enormous number of passengers per
mile, the large receipts per mile of road, and per
car mile, and the greater total number carried,
on electric reads. The steam road gets greater re«

celpts f«er trip, but carries eae-h passenger a long¬
er distance, and has to run a disheartening num¬

ber of cars or train miles for the passengers e ar-

ried. The difference is due to the short trips«,
high fare per passenger arid car mile, and the
leave-at-your-door' serviré, of electric roads. As
our argument Is confined, for reasons stated, t«>
suburban and interurban short hauls, ws think
It plain from what goes before that the adoption'
©f electricity as a mode of operation, with the
additional chana« to the prsvalllna methods cif
our present street railways giving nearly the
eame class <»f service (combined or not with
Bteam locomotives as the i-as«- may re-ejulrc), will
result to strain roads in an enormous Increase of
the total passengers carried, passengers per i»,it

mile and rate received i"-r mile, and will shorten
the distan««« <a< h passenger Is hauled; and, by
thus Increatrfng the gross receipts, will mure thaii
pay for the additional investment. If this can¬

not be done In any given case, then It will not
pay to make th*» change."

Mr. Davis thinks It probable that electricity
could be profitably substituted for steam on six
suburban routes leading out of Philadelphia: To
Wilmington, on the Baltimore and Washington
branch; to Paoll, on the main line; to Orinan
town and Chestnut Hill. te> rforrlstown, to Ta-
ceiny, and to West Chester, ««ne [,,,wer station
might supply them all with current. The bridge
over the Schuylkil! Into the Ur«>a«l-st. station
should be widened, he thinks, so as to carry four
more tracks; and each <>t the routes should havs
one or more extra tracks.
He suggests that the same general treatment

of terminal facilities t-h«.uld be studied in the
folio-vio* cases: The New-Haven Unes out of

Boston, the Boston and Maine lines from the
same city, the Philadelphia and Reading out of
Philadelphia, the New-York Central. Harlem
and New-Haven lines out of New-York, the
Central Railroad of New-Jersey out of Jersey
City, and the Illinois Central out of Chicago.
IMPROVEMENTS THAT IHOTJLD BE MADE.

The additional tracks, Mr. Davis believes,

"should be extended as travel required; right of

way should be prepared, so that passengers
could leave or enter these cars at any point
along >%" line. Iyocal stations should be pro¬

vided, In tome cases much closer than at pres¬
ent, lit which passe-iinevs on streetcars could

change to e'.ectrlc-cars stopping only nt said
Stations, or to express electric trains slopping
at fewer points, all being done by the payment
of a single fare It will be seen that this is a

combination of the street railway on the outside
tracks with the local and express servi, e ,if a

steam road on the inside tracks, while the
through locomotives operate on the middle
tracks. The proposition is a radical one. Is ad¬
vanced as such, nnd will bear close investigation
nnd study.
"Should an existing line make the change, the

item of loss from discarding old equipment
must be taken into considéraiion i otherwise the
problem remains the same. In many cases such
equipment can be used on other parts of the
system Steam-railway managers should avoid
making the mistake which took place In the
« hange from hors- traction to electric traction.
namely, of trying to reduce the first cost of
changing by the use of old methods, material
and equipment, which, although entirely suited
to the old system, proved most unsatisfactory
under the new conditions. The old equipment
partly made over will not do. There must be
new trucks and new and lighter car bodies,
hung lower for greater ease of entrañe*» and de¬
parture. Old methods of operation must be dis¬
carded, and new ones substituted. A change of
system may necessitate additional tracks, which
should be provided even al large cost. The
nearer th» approach to the 'leave-at-your-door*
service the greater the success."

THE CHIVALROUS DUC D'AUMALE.

NONE OF Till: FRENCH ROTAL FAMILY'«-.

FAILINGS INHERITED Bl HIM.

The late Due d'AumSM win the gentlemen par ex¬

cellence of the French royal family, snd alone of
the descendants of Philippe Egalité, the regtetde
and revolutionary Due d'Ori'-ans. hud Inherited
nono of the family failings. He was iiPlther ¡in

THE DUO TVAUMALE.
(From a vortraK by Kcnjamln <'«jn»t«nt_)

unscrupulous hypocrite !¡k«- his father, King Louis
Philippe, nor sordidly avaricious like his brother,
th«- late Duc de Nemour«. nor yet a lying snd u:i-

gratefUl intriguer like bis other brother, tie- Prince
de Montpellier. He differed, too. from lii- sailer
brother, th'- Prince da Jolnvllle. who lia« excited no
nui cf lll-wlll by his discourtesy and Ingratitude, aa
well as by the discreditable manner in which he as¬

sailed id's father In his memoirs. He has been
equally careful to abstain from embarking In the
«hadv money transactions a"«l speculations of the
Duc de Chartres, und kept ids skirts elesr of such
Inssne political adventures us that of the count da
Paris when He associated liimse-if witii Boulanger.
The Dm- d'Aumale vu- always extremely tener«

ous and "gniii'i s«lgn«ur" In everything that he
said and did There was not an atom ol meanness

al it him *r:il he was so chivalrous, so high«
SpiT.d and SO high-minded in every wny that i« i«
.-.K.- to understand wi:-. the French should have
been in the habit of describing him as 'our

Prin-e very mui h In the sama way as the English
designate the Prlr.ce of Wales.

AS INTERESTING CONVERSATION.
From Answer..
Sir A- Bulllvua Want to se« Rubinstein Si hi»

hotel ¡n London. The Russian composer asked
him to Btep out on tl:e balcony and smoke a.

clgsrette.
They sat down, twisted thelr cigarettes, and

puffed the blue clouds into the air. After a lor.g
pan««' Sir A. Sullivan observed:
"You are a grout admirer of Beethoven, I pre-

Fum«-?"
'Yes." said Rubinstein.
.'And Wagner?"
"No," was the reply.
Not another word was spoken. They rocked

themselves In their Chaira sad smoked away. After
a very long time Sullivan said:
"I think It Is time for m<- to be go'.r.»?."
"Don't say so." said Rubinstein. "Stay a bit

longer. It is so nice to talk to you."
Sullivan stayed, and went on rocklnp himself

Into the small hours of the mornlnjr, when he got
up and said:
"I must ),« off now; I think we have chatted

i Ion«, enough."
Rubinstein drew out his watch.
"Half-pas' two," he aald, "Suange how quick

timo tiles in pleasant company!"
-.-

.4 QUEER FRIENDBBIP.
From The F:< ! I.
While visiting In Herefordshire lr»«=t Week I no¬

ticed S curious Instance of a wild «luck having !"¦-
come on friendly t< rms with a pair of stood pit» on«.
As I had never heard of auch a thins before, I
venture to si-nd \iin an account of the clrcum
stances. A )>alr of domesticated wild ducks «rere
brought up on «I pom! last year, and during (!:«'
winter the duck waa accidentally shot bj some mo.
Tin« mallard remained on the.- pond, hut sei med v< 11
unhappy, and used to ft» around repeatedly, aa :f
looking for his ma!«. **ie»ni" two monthi ago the
mallard was frequently seen to be flying around lit
company srtth one or two wood pigeons, ni'd would
sooompany tlx-m to the surrounding nein« and walk
about with them while they fad. Every now and
then it would tak" a flight with them when they
ros ».
The wood plgeona have established themael/es In

an «'.«k ti«. overhanging the pond, snd are evi¬
dently suing to n. st tier,-. They »Save been seen
to start off on B müht from th«- tree, and the mal¬
lard would at (in.«' rise from the pond and loin
them, when they woul.l tlv round .nul rhiM on«
another as ,f In piny. The wood plgeona freipi« ntly
visit the garden close by, and have Istelj been ob-
served feeding on some creen pesa which are grow-
Iiik there«. The mallard walks about the garden
with them. At the bottom of in.- garden is s stone
wail «.hont three rest high, with a broad, flat top.
snd the wood plgeona frequently fly fr.im ihe gar«
<l«-ii and perch on the wall: th«< mallard ha<« been
s.-«-n to ein ih<- sam« wii'ldiirjr about on the wall
and BBesalng on the best i«isslhle terms with thein.

ELEPHANT CUTLETS FOR DIMMER,
From Annwi-r».
The greatest luxury at dinner In Central Africa

Ih elephant steaks. Any i>ig native fe.-im without
elephant's flesh is as rar* as an English society
«ilntier without ven!«-..!;
In dressing the caressa of an slephaat the rough

outer skin is flrsl removed in large she« ts iie-
neath this is « sub-cuticle a pliable membrane,
from which Ihe natives make arater-sklng The r|i>
bones nr«- cut out and atswaA but alt tha other
i,i.i., s aie destroyed,
The most delicate part, wry Btrsngely, Is the

fh st iolnt of the leK |,e|e,w the knee, which One
would suppose to lie the toughest portion of the
animal. This Joint is cooked by iieitu» buried la *
h«>|e In the ground, u hug« fir«, over the top «ui>»
pljing the heat.

*

KING CHRISTIAN IX.

ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR OP THE

EUROPEAN CROWNED HEADS.

Kreim t'hnmbers's Journal.
Amnn«? ths many crowned Kings of Bofope there

I« none more popular ili.-in King Christian of Den-
Karle. Sin.-.» toe wedding bell« nt Hm-klni-ham
Palace In July last, Denmark nul lif» rulltiR family
hare strain become most interesting to the million.1»
of Britons, who nr« never tire-il of slnatna the
praises «.; their much-loved Princesa of wales. It
was natural thai the ICngllSh niiMon Should i>oR
favorably «»n ti¡.- suit of younf Prince i'hnrlrr..
and wtsn him erell whi n he won tin- he-.in site,
hand ol Princess Maud. ThK however, I- ,» sketch
of Kin,- Christian of l»-»nm.irk. the grandfather of
Prince. Chéries. \\'.- have said th.it there la no

European Kinn more popular, hut the reason of
this popularity, both at home end abroad- ¡* not so

SOS) to explain, Perhaps It Is beeai'Se, no one sus-

poets ¡.in, ol »Inlai r motives, nm- of inscrutable
schemes against the peace «>f Europe
Another mar b, thai ererji one shows hi« nver-

sion to publicity, li. never :u>i.«,irs ,ii public fête.
unless ¡t I-» ii case .-. i.lease oblige; never make.
a speech unies», compelled: never publishes verse.
like his genial neighbor, Kins* Oscar of Sweden.
nor composes tune« nnd dramas Ilk. the versatile
Kaiser William. Indeed, ii Is doubtful if in- ever
ktpl a.dlary. King Christian, Ilk-- u ««md divinity,
d,.. s ni h. Ii bidden, and In this waj has won the
.11. Hon. ol his Ministers and hi- people. It is
this retiring country-squire disposition which has
preserved the smaller»! sovereign <>f ESuropi (so far
ss v< ,\\ dominion goes) from many sn Intrigue 01

open n roll whl< h a hohler ruler iHglit have had
to face, and has .--. endeared him t<> the- hulk of
the Detilsh people, especially ths landowners, King
Christian i«» nothing if >n>' s husbandman, although
he Uves In a largi capital and seaport, Copenhagen.
The h..n,«- land of Denmark would, in Western
America, pass for a good-shtëd ranch, as it means
only 14,000 squar. miles, but the other lands be-
longing to Denmark Greenland, Iceland ,.nei the
West Indies sre renti to official tañante. By
ii.is .Imple plan sr.d with »trlci economy, King
Christian manages to keep his family in comfort¬
able style ev< n for ro) si.I,

Till-. ROTAL FAMILY'! si'MMr.it ROME.
Th. summer residence of tba regel family i«

Amallenborg, .-i \. ,> prett) quadrangli In North
Copenhagen, not far from the pee free harh.»r.
and e|iut(> close to the general barrack.. Hi.
oilier chief residence, Preelerlksborgslot (built by
Prederik IV, the merry monarch), is a small but
beautiful edifice In (Vesi Copenhagen, surrounded
by enchanting |..,rks and gardens and commanding
an eacellent vii a of ihe city and it.-« aurround-
iims. The old royal palace, the famous Cbrlstlans-
borgslot, .",.. oi.: the grandest p-iif-es in
Europe, is sltUSted in Enst I'open'incen. close to

th<- Thorwal.ls.il Museum, bul Is m « almost In
ruins, n> a few rears ago a terrific fir«- destroyed
all Its beauties, leaving th< rock wallft bare, ilk« s
deserted wreck on ths strand. That the castle
has not been restored is not because of any stingi¬
ness on the King*, part, but from Isck of means,

for, eonalderlng his numerous family, the King is
really poor, As for the Danish people, the enor¬
mous expense Incurred In fortifying Copenhagen
in order t.. prevent its falling Into the lutches ..f
at.oth.-r Nelson or a second Moltke In s possible
war, has drained them so thai Va-y nava been
tpiiie unable to be generous t>> their monarch, Ali
the monarch himself has beei ?.. exacting about
making those fortifications thai st times the long-
suffering patience of his people has almost been
Worn oui under the pressure of grievous taxation,
»m snnh occasions ths Kins or his agent has
merelj reminded Hum of IM, and th, ¡oss of
s hleswig Holstein, whose pooulation m» largel)
Danish; and thrests ..f ioelallsm have yielded to
patriotism for Denmark. Buch i« the domestic
policy of King Christian. The capital it his kiiu*-
oom he has had the pleasure to beautify gr- itly:
imi in this he ha i only carried out tin plans of
more ambitious predecessors, and in everything has
merely obeyed the native simplicity ol tsste. This
simplicity permeates his every eel ir-.m ths high¬
est royal function of scserttng bis supreme will to
the mi il ordinary perform nee ..i every-day life,
ami it i-> this which h is Insured him thai greatnea.
not always vouchsafed to s kit,«, the love of the
ctmmon people, from thi rich Melds of Denmark t..
th«- fr* sei of Gre< nlei d,

POPULAR wiTii tuf, MASSES.
it is by n» im ms a raw- evenl for His Majesty

to drive through ths principal streets of the ocean-
boi lered boulevards of bis beautiful capital, the
Venice of the north, in an op* n carriage, with
Maree .ny suite. On such occasion., the populace,
though n imberlng a ir^>- percentage of Socialists
ond radicale, il m their ¦.:¦ regard for

the aged sovereign as truly a« If he wer«» « laurel-
crowned I'l-essr returning from victory. Indeed, ne

I« a true conqueror, t««r being of foreign lineage, a

German hy descent, he has gained the goodwill
of the Hanlsh people to the lust degree.
In the matter of making «perches. King I hrl«-

llrm of Denmark and King Oscsr of Sweden «x-cupy
th«« two extremis; the one a mntt<jr-of-fact man,

of few WOrda and apparently of few Idea«; the
oth»r .1 poet horn miel an orator of marked elo-

ipi- nee and power. Thus, while King Oscar eines
not shrink from reciting his own poem at a publie
meeting. King Christian will prefer to talk about
the weather or the last passing «vent. "We have
had a line season and a beiinl'ous harvest; let us

give thanks to Providence." Is th« flwedlah report
of one of King Christian's speeches. Of course,

allowance must be m.ni" for press condensstton,
Itilt in spite of his UnlmnOSlng speech, he is a

welcome guest both In Norway and Sweden, nnd his
never-falling farmer*a .shrewdness quit«- makes up
for his want of eloquence.
In no Instance record.-d has the homely beauty

of tins noblemsn'a character, whose fortune, or

misfortune. |i has been to be born to royal honors,
been brought Into bolder relief than on his visit to
his distant and somewhat recalcitrant subjects In
Ireland. The occasion was the millennial festival
of the Island in IS74. and the King, profiting by
Improved facilities of ocesn travel, honored these

proverbially lltlgtoua and at that time actually re¬
bellious tenants of his snow farm, by going to

Reykajvlk. and thus esrned the fame of being the
Ural .town"! King to set foot on tin» land of the
K.l'l is. There, too. among the lavas and glaciers.
King Christian won a «lignai victory, greater than
Hi.» exploiting t.'i'tlcs of monopolists, or the sub-
ttlltles of Jurists, and gr«'.ner than that won by
fore of arms; for the little nation of Iceland has
never been conquered in war. King Cnristlan aros
the victory In hla usual atyle. Clsd in civilian
costume, he entered the capital of Reykajvlk, a

port of >.i«»» Inhabitants He was met by His Orace,
the Itislion of the Island, an.! His Kxcellency. the
Governor, both in official <ir«s?, and by them es«
ported up the principal str«it of the village. From
there he proceeded, riding on I half-wild Iceland
pony, to the historic plain of Thlngvelllr, and was

present al the national gathering on the very site

of the ancient Althing, the fsmoua tribune of the
ancient Icelandic republic; and ¡here listened to

some high-pitched oratory in the language of 'he

brava old Nom men, an oratory he must have
nvted,

A UVR SOVKltKION IN Ii'KI.AN'n.
Jus! Imagine a real live sovereign standing In

th«- ml.lst ..f Icelandic peasants and llshermen, .1

rough-vlsaged crowd, good-natured enough Just
now. hut still of such temper as mighi. un.ier

pressure, II-.-la-like, remind ons of former days;
atvI n> run this risk wlihnul any other bodyguard
than a few peacsble l»ane«, and a sprinkling of
gold-liraIded sheriffs. Yes, on the ve;v spot Where
so many tribunes of th«- old commonwealth hail
been held, where the booths still could i>" aeen,
where the ravines still gusrded snd th«* volearle
hill« still pointed to tin- mightv untraverscd
giniers m- Danish Majesty showed himself at hir.
best. Profiting by seeing tin- singular atl'l self-
wllled Icelander at home, the people whose com¬

plaints and demands he had list« -.! to mor«- or

less unwillingly ever since his as «tit of the throne,
the King thought it would probably gladden the
inhabit ints of Bnowlsnd if he satisfied sonv. of
their most ardent prayers, and the most acceptable
thing he could think of waa ni grant them a meas,
lire of self-government. Producing a document »o

that effect when the festivities were a: their
height, and the nr: ss-green plain covered with
thousands, th«» sober-minded King, in the presence
of his officials and the asrembled multitude, h.-mdel
the «loeuments granting icelsnd home rule to th"
veteran champion of icclind, .Ion Slgurdsson. .1

man of superior ability in whom the King recog¬
nised the spokesman and leader of the people.
and who accepted thi.« material concession with un«
feigned pleasure, it was the fruit of his life work.
The people, peasants aii'i tishermell BS they -ire,
could not but feel WllSl they opee were. yet gladly
aceepteii the n»-w constitution, and bonored the
King for his kindness. The loyalty which then
animal«'] the people. ;,t least th.. Upper and middle
classes ¡if s'ich classification be permlaslble in lee-
land), may be gleaned from the following stanza

of .!." humaen's "Greeting to King Christian." sung
In the King's presence at LDgberg.
With firm feet »r.»ii1 th<> tie|y groan.t.

«»¦ir Snowland's Kin«, th» not»!» hearte*¡,
Who from th* royal hots« hMsi parted

Tn ereet ihej«. Mill that guard Hie* round;
Our Freedom'« 'iron rhy hand haih lent us,
TI-« first CIowned Kin»; « horn f.r<\ Imih sent US,

RaUI Welcome to our cunto > heart

And so these descendants of the sea king« and
Vikings, most of ihim for the flr«t and only time
in their lives, lifter) their head covering to a King,
and made the republican plain nnd the grim ra¬

vines ring with their cheers, a most remarkable
display- of feeling for Icelander«. Then the hand
struck ur the new national air.sn Imitation of an

Bdda rhyme, composeel for the occasion by one of
their scalds:

By the «»ream Oxar,
By th.» Thlrgvnlla.
t'nfurl «ur free banner.
Whit«, falcon en Liu»;
New rra of fr^e.lom,
N'w «lawns on our nation;
'»ur llws do we pie Ige her,

Forever true.

The populace caught up the music; and the
King's suite and the King himself wer? so touched
ar.d electrified by tho surroundings that thev joined
in tho singing, at least, so the story goes. But
this much Is certain, that every person present
that day felt Immensely more satisfied with the
world in general, and with King Christian In par¬
ticular, for hla quiet, plain and kindly demeanor
toward them.

THE BOY KNEW.
But tho most characteristic anecdote told of

Klnir Christian durinp his stay In Iceland Is of the
homeliest description. His Majesty would often
saunter beyond the outskirts, of the capital, appar¬
ently tn obtain a fuller view of the varl'd landscape
.mountains, valleys, glaciers, Islands-and would,
for minutes togeth«-r. stand on some eminence
when« perhaps a group of old-fashioned huts, such
as travellers love to sketch, were huddled together.
Into on,- of these, the most dilapidate 1 of the lot,
the King on one of th«se. occasions entered, and In
¦0 doing he must have doffed his hat an 1 walked
mor«, bent than la his wont, for the passage of an
Iceland hut will nm yield much to a fox-hole in
length and breadth.a device, of course, to keep
out the frost. Th' King diel get In, however, and
finding there a little hoy building what he. called
a hous.» of sheens' bones, the King asked If he
might have the house. "No." said tho boy; "It Is
min.- own." The King, thinking the boy was re¬
markable deficient in Intelligence, pulled oui a
Coin and asked him whose head W«a stamped on the
com. -Looks much like you. man." «aid the young¬
ster without a mom«-nt's hesitation, and the King
seeing that his Intelligence wis quite equal to hla
Independence, patted the boy on the hi ad and
guv«- him the coin. This story had travelled over
the .-land even before the news of the home-rule
presentation. The fact was. the people accepted
his home-rule presentntloti as a part payment of
their claims, but ills klndnesa aa his own

Thus It is that King Christian holds his place aa
I sovereign, not because of exceptional ability, nor
even by right of Inheritance but by tlie power of
kindness. He is kindness Incarnate, and this Is his
most formidable weapon against social democracy.

THE BICYCLE SOMBRERO.
From Tin» Chicago Record,
There's another 111 to lie charged to the bicycle

in Chicago, It la the brood white, leather-belted,
leather-bound sombrero, which ,m the few tine days
of spring lias seemed to dot the rartfgated mil¬
linery df State-el with suggestions of cowboys In
petticoats. It has been too early in th>» wheeling
season to class the startling headgear, hut aaaur«
anca is given by milliners that neither revolvers,
lariats nor bucking broncos go with It; that as

¦OOn as r .ads are smooth and dry It will associate
Itself with pneumatic tires and short skirts.
The venturesome few who ha"e appeared in

downtown streets under the shadow of these flut¬
tering brima of white felt hsvs had clear path«
wsys made for them in the crowds.

It has all come about bCCSUM of the Inability of
some genius to perfect n small, comely bicycle cap
which will prevent freckles and sunburn.' There
nre golf raps, jockey caps, yachting cap«, tennis

A BUCOLIC INCIDENT.
**WRSIU8AB0VTS AUF. TIli: ¦it.'TTMUT.Y-II1VK8-'
.XI.VKIt H KA III» Of KM
"BUT WHBItE Iaj tut OET YOU It BLTTtlt »TÍO*-?" (SkruA

caps and kindred headgear for wheelwomen, but
until now there has not been a bicycle hat. Ana

to,, h a hat!
It 1» Ice» evaneaeent than the airship, hut Its

origin Is about as obscure. The nisnager of a nig

millinery house In State-at. introduced them to tne

Chb-ngo publie.
¦.One warm Sunday In February I saw a ¦*om1A¡,

wearing one ami wheeling through Jackson I ark

he said. "It wan a rakish, catchy thing, with tne

brim teetering In the wind, and we ordered some¬

thing of the kind from an Kastern manufacturer.
We liked the eifert, ordered a good stock, ana i

understand that they are stopping clocks all over

town."
There Is no sham In the make-up <»f this breezy,

flopping hat. It Is of felt, bound with genuine
oak-tanned leather and buckled about with a strap

that would hold a bulldog from the trousers 01 a

tramp. ?'____,_._
Straw wouldn't do a« a bicycle hat. explains

the hat man: "the wind would wreck an old-rasn-
le.ned leghorn straw before the Arst wlndv mil«

was made. These sombrero« tilt gracefully. letting
the wind slip by, and they 'stick better.

A MEMORIAL TO CABOT.

THF. lOOTII AWHIVSSSAET OF THF. DISrovBRY OP

THE NORTH AMERICAN CONTINENT TO

M ( KI.KriltATKD.
The present year Is the «100th anniversary of the

ffiaoovery of the North American Continent, and j
the citizens of Bristol, F.ngland. have resolved to

commemorate this crest event by the erection of a

memorial to John Cabot and hi? colleagues. This

monument Will take the form of an ornate tower,

designed by \V. V. Oough. and will he placed on

the summit of Brandon Hill, which has been desig¬

nated "the finest Inteni.-ban hill In Kngland." The

alte Is In the heart of the city, and the conical hill.

THE PROroSF.n CABOT TOVTBR AT BRISTOL.
twenty-five acres In extent, overlooks the upper
reaches nf the p:rt from which, In May, UPTi the

Matthew sailed on her adventurous, raceessf.I and j
epoch-making voyage. The Bristol Town Council |
has (ranted the Cabot Committee, which inda.les
many of the leading citizens, the «¡it«> on which the
monument is to he erected, and the movement is
tinder the presidencj of the Marquis of Duftertn.
The foundation-stone is to he laid on June 24-the
4iv,;h anniversary of the day on which the mainland
of North America t/SS first seen by a European
navigator. The committee, before making a public
appeal, had rceSplve'] donations amounting to f2.0*<0 j
toward the £.'.,000 which it Is proposed to expend on

the memorial. It is confidently anticipated that
Brlstollsns In all parts of the world will send contri¬
butions in honor of their native city, and that pri-
triotlosEnsrllshmen generally will Rive cordial sup¬
port to the proposal to erect a permanent memorial
of an achievement of international Interest. Con¬
tributions may be sent to the honorary seeretarles,
Cabot Celebration Committee, yuay-st., Bristol.

RELIGIOUS DRAMAS IN PARIS.

HOW HOLY WEEK IS OBSERVEn IN THE FRENCH

CAPITAL.

Paris correspondence of The Providence Jouraa!.
The blllhia-ds of Carls during the list week

have been covered wi'h an array of placards more

closely reseniMIng Sunday-school lesson charts
than theatrical posters, and the aspect of the ad¬
vertising kiosks must have amazed a ftranger
passing through the capilnl Instea.l of "Snob."
''Charle***. Aunt." "Monsieur Lohengrin" and
"Colonel Roquebrune," one has read "The Child
Jesu*" Mystery In five acts at the Ambigu; "The
Passion " a drama in fi«e a.-fs at the Porte-St.-
Manir; "The Redemption," a drama in five acts, at
the TheAtre Corneille: "Th" Stations .if the Cross."
with musí.» ¡n.,! llvinii pictures, st the Bodlnlère;
"Joseph of Artmathla," read by M. Coquelln, the

elder, o:i the same stage; "The- Mother of Judas."
presented by the Society ol the Rosy cross, and
"Th«- Samaritan Woman." given by Barah Pem¬
il .r.It at tin- Renaissance. Nowhere outside of
Prance would .me find Holy Week oi»s«»rve,i in such
a way. Tin- more idea seems a sacrilege to the
English or American mind, but the Parisian Is
mad.- of difierenI stuff. Religion represents for him
a consolation, not a restraint, and at all cost», he
must have diversion Sunday laws would drive him
in instant revolt, and a Theodor.- Koosi-velt would
lie stoned In the stir tS.

The only way, in fact, to make him a peaceful
cltlsen Is to furnish him constant amusement, and
this is tiie secret of th>- part assumed by the Gov¬
ernment In organizing public festivals. The Church
I. a;su forced to lake account of this same national
characteristic. Otherwise it would soon loso it»
Influence, for the 'frenchmen's bump of reverence
Is notably small; nevertheless he still retains a eer-

taln respect for the traditions of his faith and Is
gla-i to reeon.-iie his pleasures with his conscience,
If possible, l'or that on.-e he attends mass, how¬
ever, lie «oes to the play at least twice, and, un¬
willing to change his habits even in Holy Week.
be cell, upon the theatrical managers to change
th.-lr bills. Hence the grow.,ig demand fe< "mys¬
teries" ,>r evangelical dramas and the ready sup¬
ply furnished by the DOW gem-ration of writers.
The ilrst attempt was made some years ago by
th.- TheéiVtre Libre, or Free Theatre", n dramatic
association formed for the purpose of presenting
works refused by th«- regular companies, not be¬
cause of their lack of literary merit, but because
of their breadth of thought At that time Vllliers
ele L'isle-Adam. In an arti.-ie bearing the unseemly
title, "Our Lord on the Hoards." wrote: "An en-

tir>- group of young authors, having remarked that,
quit.- apart from all question of talent, the m«-re

.ubiect, on this occasion, fixed the attention of the
critics and stirred up a general controversy, have
In their turn set to work, and promise to deluge
our theatres with m.-lo-evangeltcal fantasies, in
wlildi our Lord will figure as one of the leading
characters."
His prophecy has been fulfilled to the letter, and

to-day. Instead of adaptions from Shakespeare or

Calderón, we have adaptations from the Hible.
Never, however, have so many of them found a

public healing as this s«-ason, "and the more pious
beginning to grow anxious as to the possible

Influence of such an innovation on the people. They
argue, nnd with Justice, that when the Virgin
Mary, St. Joseph ami even the Lord Himself, de¬
scending from their altars, appear before the foot- j
lights under the guise of well-known actors and
actresses -Inevitably associated In our minds with |
worldlv and often Ignoble parts -the result cannot

be elevating. I myself fostered grave misgivings
as I took my place in the Renaissance on Wednes¬
day evening to SSSlsl at the first performance of
'The Samaritan Woman." To hold In my hand a

programme headed In glaring letters:
"Sarah Rernhardt -Photlne,"

and In smaller type below!
"it. Hri'mont-JeMis."

to realise that I was going to see La Tosca
-transformed into the woman at the well, and Mario
Into the Christ, outraged my sense of decency.
Scarcely had ths first lines nf Mr. Rostand's beau¬
tiful poem hen spoken, however, before nil my

Seruples vanished. Rarely. Indeed, have l heard a

Biblical story n»«>re «xuuisltely told, and I am sure

that in the entire audience there was no sceptic
so hardened that he did not feel a thrt'.l of religious
exaltation as U" listened to the uplifting storv. M
Rostand, appreciating the enormous difficulty of

representing worthily the close of the sacred
drama preferred to take as his theme an event In
th. earlier period of Christ's mission, before tb«>
dark forebodings of the final tragedy had cast their
shadows about Him

-»-

THE "ROPE CURE" FOR GRASSHOPPERS.
From The Chicago Times-Herald.
The Intelligence Of scent of the red-legged graas-

hopper enables it to select its food while on the
Wing In the air. where by some process of signalling
known only to Itself it gathers a great armv of Its
kind to descend with massed force on the Asid be¬
neath when a forty-flve acre field of corn will only
afford them a single meal.

I...st rear the grasshopper reports nent to the
University of Nebraska ut Lincoln caused appre¬
hension «>r an Inva-doa »hi« r«_r, «. Kr-«« quaJntl-
tles of egRs had been depaslted In the soil over S
large area of country, and those eggs are expected
to furnish an army of active "lOCUStS," as they are

technically named
Partners «-all them "hoppers," but the college

entomologist talks knowingly .f "M. Atlantis,"
"Packard!" and "Camnuta P»-ilncida."
in Utah they have what thev call a "rope eure"

for the pest, nnd every man. woman and child
take« part In the performance. it «/waists of
drawing ropes held taut bv persons at each end.
aero-s the back, over the field* of grain, so that
Mr. Grasshopper shall not And any room for the
sole of his foot, and they keep thla iseeeaw up until
he Is starved out.
No doubt the agricultural college will find a wav

to meet another visitation with some exterminating
process when the migratory locust will migrate to
a Clime where tie will disturb no more, Whither
forbears of ht> Ilk have gone.

THE IRONY OF NAMES.
From The Cbk-fS Reeord.
"That d«> «transe things In Indiana."
"What, for Instance?"
"Well, st Indtenejppll. 'Knickerbocker Hall' is ;\

«irla' «chool and 'Bloomer Academy' Is a collège
for boys."

A NEW DISINFECTANT.^
THE VALUE OP FORMALDEHYDE

HOW IT 18 USED.

»TS

1

DR. DOTY'* EXPERIMENTS AT QfARANTmK-l
"FORMAM.V «I AMBFR'-RFSri.TB OF

THE TRTAr, IN PORTLAND.

In «"lentlflc nnd public health eireles tr
country, as well a« In France, Russia and Itajv
considerable attention has been aroused during th«
laat few months In a new process of dlnlnfortfog
which I« acknowledge <| to have, great pos*ibi||(l4J
In It. The world In general ha« heard lift!» 0f |t
for the reason that the experiment« hav* be*,
burle-l lu a mass of chemical tecrmlcalitie« and
because, the pfSCtlSSj value of the discovery ni_
seemed uncertain until Juat lately. The new ,jUu».
fectanf Is; a gas known as formaldehyde, or forrr,|,v
aldehyde, and. when In solution, formalin. It I. pr^
duced^ by hurnln» methyl or wood alcohol «n
peculiar manner, and this much I« already a*«-)«*)
that H Is a germicide of great power and efflc«,,,.'
The only question now In the minds of (he d«y.

tors and eh'-mlsts who have been asperlstarntSM
with It for some time is just now well It will pen».
trate So far It ha« not been proved that It will
disinfect tightly t|e,|-up bundle« of clothing (which
can be accomplished !,v «team perfectly and in «
short time», and the experiments in th!« dlree«»^
have been rather di.,e0uraglng. B<it though th«
new gas does not seem to penetrate, || j., m%r,
v«»l!ously certain when goods and fabric'« are «P'-M
out and exposed to Its vapors, and for "hoii.e-t«.
house disinfection" (the scientific c|ean«lng of ^
fected rooms, drapery and furniture) it Is a com.
plete suecess.

FORMALDEHYDE AT QCARANTIXE.
Not only have practical tests hSM made of (t fc

several of th«« largest ctttss In thsa osnntry, hut |
number of health oticItli have put the new «rs
tem Into actual use and have bOllt "forms'!
chambers" in conjunction with their steam d!«
fectlng plants. Su<h a "chamber" was tr.ital
several weeks ago on the N'ew-Vork «luaranM:
boat by Dr. Doty, end many artMes pa«« thron
it weekly. While Iir. Doty does not think if c««
take the placo of BtSSSB, he believes It to be a vain,
able adjunct to any «Iislnfectlng plant, fer tin
reason that It lesvea lbs finest fabrics un1.-.-'
Btesm and sulphur StSStgSf colors and c r?.i-»a,
and until forma'dehyde pas WSJ discovered »h»r»
was nothing known to science that would kill »very
germ and still leave valuable articles unto-jrhel
by chemical action.

In his offl<e down St Quarantine Dr. D tj vm
a curious and Interesting proof of thi« ¡n the Mfl
of three large scrap hooks, which have fabrl « el
«Ilk. '«SStlCStSiy tlnt'-d muslins and other «1 BBS
samples of upholstery, draperies, furs, leather an*
elaborate wall papers, arranged In three parallel
columns to a page. The first column «hows tin
goods before they have been submitted to aay
disinfection whatever; the ««-«ond the sim«- «-"oil
treated with formaldehyde gas. the third as t revel
with sulphur. In every instance the samples dg.

Infected with fnrmildehyde gas have retslssj
the> original delira, y of tint and surfaces. Tr.oj«
treated with sulphur are, in many cases, nm-

pletely des'royed. The gold In wall paper, bii

been faded, and the colors of Intricate p»t«*rr,8

have run into each other. Literally hundlSli ot

rxnertmer.ts have been recorded In these boot«, »n«J

In every case formaldehyde gas has BtOOd the XntA

Dr. Herman »l. Bigg«, baeteri'ilog.s: ot th«
Health Board of thi» city, has Just had a '--.rnul!«

chamber" built In the steam dhrinfecttng bureas,!
East Slxteenth-st., and expect? mu"'n from .t. «0».

lng to imperfect mechantcal condition«, howevel
this plant is not yet In good wor-tir.g order, and m
definite results have so far been ortalned. It !. is

garded, nevertheless, as a valuable addition to tit

steam chambers, and practical werk w'!', be 4o«
on it this summer. The Rosron B-'.rl of Health,
¦under Dr. Durgin. has been dome "house-to-hesn
disinfection" lately with the new gas. and ha» m«

with pleasing success In Maine Professor FC
Robinson, the chemist in Bow loin <"o!!«-ze w.-.o lut
invented a "generator' for producir« the «ps, nu

met with great lucceea in hU «P*_'m*_j,J ."*

the State Board of Health of Milne he disinfect*!
a house In Portland with this result.

AN' EXPERIMENT ¦UCUJBMflJL
"The rooms were all taken separately In tit

way," he says in his report, '*throwghottt ttM ho«

(a Portland mansion where there had been thi»

cases of diphtheria, one fatal), one f-> r r a tins

beginning with the hasem nt. The ,-. n^ra'.ot!

were then placed In the halls, all the room <}*"*
being closed. The mattresses were left foi ti

most part upon the beds. The closets and b'irt*

drawer.« were opened, ar.d the brle-a-brac. *"Mh
and other things were left as they were, wltsl
good chance for the gas to circulate abou* tílíS
It took about twelve hours to go over tne WBBJ
house and nine gallons of alcohol w.-re used, «

about'one quart to every 2.<v»' cubic feet ot «pa«
Threads Infected with diphtheria culture« «r«

pln.-ed aroun«1 In different parts of the w ors» re"«

between sterilized blotters. Of the twelve, C'lltUI*
made from these every one was sterile "

Abroad even m«>re has (wen done '.vlth f^rmi
dehyde gas than here. Paris has officially a dop«
ed It as a disinfectant, ns has also the munlrtpv
ltv of Marseilles The Italian Qovernnvnt is »hoe
ing much interest in it. ami the Russian ilo'.et»
ment recently ordered fre.m Trilla» who |a reaBj
the father of formaldehvd«' gas. several thouJBsi
of his little limps, or "generators."

DIFFERENT FORMS OF OEXEKATOM.
Already four or five different "generators" has

been devised. The most cur'OUS and practical IS I

"lamp" that can stand outside the room to n
disinfected, and therefore can be properly ref*
lated and watched. This has B thin pipe rinnlM
from the cylinder, where the gas is produced fría
the alcohol", which I? Intended to pass through t*
keyhole of a door. In a I the lamps, however, th«
gas is made in much the same W iv Wood alcoh*
Is i,Mowed to Hew litt!«- by little into the h«»ftomot
the cylinder of the generator. A few Inches abow

this pan there is a sheet of platinised as! estos, pee
f «rated with manv small holes. The ilohol M
Ignited, and in a few moments the BSbeettM Is *.

B white heat. Then the flame is blown OUt, Th«? a?»

beStOS and the alcohol, both at a high degree 0Î
heat, continue to act upon each other, and a JSPfJ
results which Is allowed to escape through hol«?* II!
the top of th«- eyllniler In BOOM "generators." rofr
rled awav In others through a small pipe. Wr-.er»
there Is a "formalin chamber'' for portable g«vxbi
tiie pipe leads directly into this. For fine f.i rlci
and f«^r house disinfection th.» efficacy*of thi« gn
has been established Dr. Doty thinks It will a»
be of great value In disinfecting mails from ifr
fected ports. He has had Ills best results in mlxltg
"formalin" With chloride of calcium. It is qnt»
possible that other chemical compounds wl!! t»
discovered that will give formaldehyde an evfl
greater value than It seems to posses'» to-diy.

MEDICAL EFFECTS OF ELECTRICITY.
From The Electrical World.
In a recent communication to the Pnciet*« Intern*»

tlonale des Electriciens concerning the therapeuttS
and physiological effects of high-fr.-.pi.nc urrenti«,
M d'Arsonval showed the powerful Inductive ef«
feet« which can be obtained with these current*
A striking experiment eooBBSta of placing tl.re«
lamps In tension, allowing the current te pa»»
through the body. These currents cause no fense»
tlons, and a man placed In ¡i circuit does not feel
that he Is traversed bv the currents whih brill¬
iantly Illuminate the lamps. Th.» principal r. * ¡Its
of this electrification are an augmentation of th«
oxidations In the organism and an Increase ¡I ,v'*

production of heat. A subject who, under ordinary
conditions, etUntnates it to ii litres of cai
acid par hour throws off 37 lltr-s after h ivlnl
heen submitted to this action. Hlgh-freejuency cur"
rents do not net aolely upon the BUlfsCS «»f 'hi
body, but also profoundly upon the interior Al
of these results have be.-n obtained upon a r.i.mbtT
of subjects by MM. Apóstol! ami ('harrln.
M. d'Arsonval cited, in «losing, the action exet»

cised upon microbes ami bacteria by these currents
The microbes and bacilli are modified, and the toa«
Ines are killed and lransform«»d to vaccine. |f_
d'Arsonvsl »nd Charrln hope try this method t»
arrive at a direct treatment for the Interior of tW
bodies of patients suffering with zymotic dlsca/A
and experiments to this end have begun.

-o-

VOW M FOUND THE CONGRESSMAN,
From The Washington Post.
A Chicago man. hy-the-way. came doom ner« ts*e

W«'«'ks or so ago to signify to th.- powers that he

his patriotic willingness to accept the burden ot a

publie office. He fell In with another man on the
train who also was on hla way :.> Washington, and
the two struck up a smoking-room ,ic<iualn'a'',''>'
The Chicago man was armed with a letter to Con»
Kressmau Melknap. of Illinois, from "Miff" HslL *.

Important letter, which he w is anxious to present
A« soon as !».,- arrived in Wa«hln(toa he went te
the Capitol, Congressman üelknsp wmo «?»»..ni¬

ne went again The Pongressnuis was !>us\ H»
went several times, but failed to see the I onsreaS»
man. though several times he m.-t nnd bowed te
his acquaintance of the smoking-room. Finally
the two shook hands.
"Who arc you looking for"" ask.-d the Strange!
"Why. I want to see Repreaentstlve Brlknaft

sal.I the Chicago man. 'Tve gol a «SttSt fro«
.Biff Hall "

"From Hin" Hall!" exclaim« d the strangef-
"Why didn't you asy eo? I'm BsUwsp."

"Ttie deuce yOU sre!" «aid Ih.» Chicago man. âf_
they adjourn.««! to th.« basement to milk« up tot
lost time.

IS H\D rOV/MYV.

Washington corresponden.-e of The ChWgo M
ord

A Democratic in«nil»«r of th.- House has r«>.elvw
n letter fr«»m BO active politician of that party ¦
111« distil, t calling attention to the fact that he ¦

reported In "The Congressional Record" almo*
every «lav as being paired' with a Republi-**1»
"I don't doubt your loyalty to the party." re**»
th« letter, "but 1 think the boys would like It »

good deal better If you paired with Democrats a>
stead of Republicana."


